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Dear Parents, 

 

Taking stock 

We are now officially in week 8 which means one more week until exams and 

then just one week and we have the end of term. I am sure that like me you feel 

quite amazed by this - it is quite unbelievable that we have all morphed and 

adapted to a new way of life and that the time has sped by in a flash. It just 

seems the other day when we heard our President announcing that schools 

should close and we started to make plans to send everyone home. 

 

Since then we have had our Easter holiday, the trials and tribulations of online 

learning and coping with many more people at home than normal. So much of 

all this has been good but there will have been many challenges along the way 

for each and every family and for every one of us. 

 

 



 
 

Our Target 

I know very well that we all wish to return to school - a safe school and a 

healthy school, and the school we all know and enjoy; so after the President’s 

address at the weekend this is our priority for September.  

 

The Here and Now 

However, it is very important that we build on all we have achieved this term 

and over the course of this year as a whole.  

 

Exams 

Exams are important; life is full of moments when one is assessed and times 

when one must muster courage and pull together all one’s talents and thoughts 

to face certain challenges. Exams also help us as teachers to appreciate what the 

children have understood, what they can ‘do’ and what needs to be addressed 

once more and how as a teacher one could ‘do’ better. 

 
 

Exam week begins Monday 22nd June 2020 

Therefore the children will take exams in each of their academic subjects during 

their normal timetabled lessons, in the week beginning Monday 22nd June. The 

exams will be managed by your child’s subject teachers and they will take place 

during lesson time. The work will then be marked and collated as usual and kept 

at school so that each child’s progress can be tracked and assessed, as they 

move through the year groups. 

 

Learning Support 

Those children who normally have some extra support during exams will of 

course be able to benefit from this over the course of exam week. Alison 
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Letcher will very kindly be in touch to explain how this will work a little nearer 

to the time. 

 

Nerves 

Such assessment can often make us all nervous. Another reason for having 

exams is to reduce such anxiety and try and help children see these times as 

moments when they can show how much they understand, how much they can 

do and how hard they have worked. The children should of course apply 

themselves to their work and strive to do their best and some concern over 

performance and outcome would be expected but we definitely do not want 

anyone to feel afraid ….. 

 
 

Reports 

The information from the exams will then be assessed along with the rest of the 

work from this term and you will receive an End of Term report as usual. Given 

the slightly later date for the exams we will be writing the reports and finalising 

our comments and feedback during the first week of the holidays. Therefore, 

you can expect to receive your child’s report from your child’s tutor by Monday 

13th July.   

 

 

Trunks 

We also need to think about trunks and the personal belongings of all our 

children. If you would like your child’s things to stay at school please do tell us 



 
 

and we will make sure everything is clean, tidy and organised and stored away 

safely ready for September. If you would like us to pack up your child’s 

belongings and send them home, via a courier service, please do tell us and we 

can arrange this. However, there might be many of you who would like to come 

to school and do all this yourselves before the long holiday begins. We are 

hoping the lockdown of Nairobi might end on Sunday 5th July and therefore we 

feel that the following week might be an ideal time to come to school and 

collect trunks, bedding, hockey sticks, riding kit and much more. Should you 

wish to come earlier please do get in touch and we can make sure everything is 

ready for you. 

 

 
 

Speech Day 

This brings me to Speech Day. Under our present circumstances we cannot have 

a ‘live’ Speech Day which is very sad indeed. However, we will do our very 

best to make our celebration of the end of this academic year and the final day 

at school for our Year 8s as entertaining and memorable as possible.  

 

Year 8s 

We all feel for our wonderful Year 8s and I know you will join me in sending 

them our very best wishes for their CE exams. What a very hard time they have 

had and how sad that they cannot finish at Pembroke House all together, with all 

the camaraderie and fun that this entails. Whilst the whole school is sitting their 

exams the Year 8s will be taking their CE exams. We are hoping there may be a 

way they can enjoy an informal trip after the exams and we are keeping our 

fingers crossed that something suitably separate and isolated can be arranged. 

 

Leavers 

Our Year 8s always receive some gifts to commemorate their time at Pembroke 

House. Among them each Year 8 will receive 2 scrolls - one is Desiderata by 



 
 

Max Ehrmann and the other is ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling. I copy below Desiderata 

for you to read and to help keep you going for what we hope might not be too 

much longer. 

 

I think this might be all for now. Please do get in touch if I have forgotten 

anything or if you have a personal concern with which I can help. 

 

Please give your children a huge hug and pat on the back for coping with 

everything at this very difficult time. No one would ever wish this separateness 

upon them, or this struggle, and we can only hope that these challenges are 

somewhat offset by the positive side of being together as a family. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Debs 
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