
 

 
 

 

Trinity Term 2020 

 

Letter from the Headmistress  

 

For our Year 8s 

 

Good Luck, Practicalities, CE Papers, Location, Results, Post CE, Trunks, 

Speech Day. 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Good Luck 

I understand that the children sat their Mental Maths paper yesterday and I was 

most fortunate for I could find my way into the invigilation classroom and wish 

them all luck. 

 

The whole school is thinking of our Year 8s at the moment and we join together 

in sending  our best wishes to each and every child as they strive to perform to 

the best of their ability at this important time of their lives. 

 

I heard the Mental Maths exam went well and everyone felt pretty confident 

afterwards. Normally the feeling is one of relief and we never hit actual 

pleasure! 

 

I just wanted to write and say to you all that I hope the exams go well. Each 

teacher will do their utmost to set the children up for success and all we can 

hope is that the children revise sensibly before each exam, think clearly during 

the assessment and give themselves every chance to succeed. One of the most 

common mistakes is misunderstanding the question, so step one is to think 

clearly about what the question is actually asking.   

 

 

 

 

Practicalities 



 

 
Please do make sure that your child’s desk is in the best spot - with fresh air and 

not too hot or too cold. Cool water should be on hand along with all the pencils, 

rulers and pens that are necessary. Our Year 8s should also dress and prepare 

carefully to make sure that they are ready and in the zone to concentrate and 

give of their best. Finally, our Year 8s need early nights and sensible eating 

habits so that their brains can work. These are all good habits and practices for 

later and will guide them when we are no longer there, by their sides, to 

structure this side of things. Whatever happens please encourage your children 

not to feel afraid. They must work on showing us all just how much they 

understand and what they have learnt. 

 

 
 

 

CE Papers 

Ali Omell is just starting to pack up the CE papers so that they can be couriered 

to your doorstep. Once the exams are over we will ask you kindly to send the 

exams back. All the instructions along with the timetable will be sent to you by 

Ali, via e-mail, and there will be yet more in the CE packs so please don’t worry 

about what to do and how to do it. Should you have any queries please 

remember we are just a phone call or WhatsApp away so everything should be 

able to be sorted out quite easily and quickly. 

 

Location 



 

 
With Nairobi still under lockdown and international travel banned we feel that it 

is best that all the children sit their CE exams at home in the place where they 

have got used to working. This makes all the children the same and the exams 

will be invigilated so there will be a teacher present throughout, managing 

matters and guiding everyone along. Separate arrangements will be made for 

those children who need extra support and Alison Letcher and Ali will liaise 

with you over these plans.  

 

Results 

Once the exams have been sent back to us we will mark each paper and collate 

the results. As a school we then send the percentages and our school grade to 

your child’s ‘next school’. Each school understands this and they will use the 

grades mainly for setting purposes for next year. 

 

As Headmistress I will ring each family by Wednesday 8th July in order to tell 

each of our Year 8s their results. 

 

Post CE 

I am well aware that you would all like to know how these plans will work out. 

I understand there is a move for a parent led safari up country so that the 

children can  

 

get together and have some fun. The safari will follow Government guidelines 

and will also be suitably remote and isolated.  

 

Trunks 

We will plan for trunk collection during the week beginning Monday 6th July. 

Hopefully up country families will be able to work with this plan and if we are 

in luck the lockdown of Nairobi might be over and our families can travel from 

our capital to reach us and collect their belongings. If anyone cannot come we 

are very happy to pack things up and send trunks and belongings home. For 

younger siblings we can of course keep trunks and personal belongings at 

school ready for September. As we get nearer to the time we will give you more 

details on timings to help with trunk collection. 

 

Speech Day 

This brings me to Speech Day. Under our present circumstances we cannot have 

a ‘live’ Speech Day which is very sad indeed. However, we will do our very 

best to make our celebration of the end of the academic year and the final day at 



 

 
school for our Year 8s as entertaining and memorable as possible. To this end 

you will receive  a variety of messages and requests over the coming weeks and 

your help in sending back video clips and photos would be much appreciated. 

 

I think this might be all for now. Please do get in touch if I have forgotten 

anything or you have a personal concern with which I can help. 

 

Please give your children a huge hug and pat on the back for coping with 

everything at this very difficult time. No one would ever wish this separateness 

upon them, or this struggle, and we can only hope that these challenges are 

somewhat offset by the positive side of being together as a family. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Debs 

 

 
 
Mrs Deborah Boyd Moss MA (Cantab) PGCE 

Headmistress  

Pembroke House 

+ 254 (0) 720 602 483 

headmistress@pembrokehouse.sc.ke 

 

 

 

 
 


