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Let Us Help…

Dear Parents,

Back to School- not as yet.
As half term draws to a close I would like to be writing to you with news of our plans 
to reopen. However, as time goes by this looks less and less likely for this term. The 
Kenya Association of International Schools is liaising closely with all its member 
schools, including Pembroke House, and working tirelessly on our behalf. As an 
association we are trying to develop guidelines and protocols to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all staff and children when schools are finally given the go ahead to 
open.

Communication
What I can assure you is that I will tell you the moment we receive word on what the 
future might hold with regards to the reopening of schools, dates and protocols. Our 



school WhatsApp group is very helpful here; please do not hesitate to use this to get 
hold of me and seek reassurance or information on any front. As a broadcast group 
your messages come directly to me and are not shared with everyone in the group.

Online Learning
For now we will continue with our online learning. We are fortunate that, thanks to 
the tremendous effort everyone has made, this is working well. We know that you as 
parents are spending a great deal of time supporting your children. In addition, you 
have managed to find extra laptops and other devices for the children to use, not to 
mention improving your WiFi, so that lessons can take place smoothly. For this we 
are immensely grateful and we understand the expense, time and effort involved. In 
addition, I must also take this opportunity to thank our teachers once again for 
going that extra mile. Teaching in this way is without a doubt very different, but 
with time and thought I know new ways have been found that suit this way of 
reaching out and engaging with our children in order to improve their 
understanding of whatever the subject might be.

Feedback - Half Term Meetings
The tutor parent meetings that we held before half term allowed us to not only talk 
to you about how your children were faring with their learning, but to listen to your 
ideas about how we could make things better.

Weekly Tutor Email
This leads me on to an idea which we feel should help with keeping you informed of 
exactly what your child needs to ‘do’ to keep up with the class. On a Friday 
afternoon tutors will kindly send an email with an outline of any work which needs 
completing or corrections that need to be attended to. Hopefully this will give you 
an opportunity to encourage your child to do the various tasks outlined. Please do 
liaise with your child’s tutor to discuss any problems that seem to crop up.

Individual Follow Up
Individual follow up is one area where it is hard to compete with normal school and 
the myriad of opportunities that allow us to help individual children. Hopefully, 
with your support we can gently chivvy the children along and they will learn to 



complete their work when asked to do so, rather than let matters fall behind and 
perhaps hope that some bits of work might be forgotten along the way!

Each step matters...
It is in completing each task in each discipline that small steps are made and the 
overall progress, towards which we are all working maintains momentum and here I 
must just copy a picture from Charlie Mackesey….

Common Entrance
We have sent a separate email to our Year 8 parents with the dates for the CE exams 
and we will continue to give you information as to the timetable and details for the 
exams. However, we are going to begin revision clinics this week. These will take 
place in the afternoon from 2-3 pm and Ali Omell will be in touch with the details. 
Hopefully, this will give each child the chance to follow up on areas of the syllabus 
with which they need help.

Exams
We are also working towards assessments / exams for the whole school in the same 
week as the Common Entrance exams. The exams will start on Monday 22nd June. 
We are all aware that some children type faster than others, and others usually have 



support from the Coach House. We  will endeavour to take this all into account and 
give the required help where needed. 

Please Get in Touch
I understand that these are very difficult times and you will often feel quite helpless 
when your child is feeling stressed and alone and worried about the exams ahead. Of 
course this may affect the Year 8s more than others, but may I ask you all to reach 
out to us and ask for help. Hopefully, we will be able to give you another 
perspective, we may be able to offer practical help, perhaps  reassure you and your 
child and  even put you in touch with someone else who can offer the necessary 
support. A problem shared is a problem halved and we are here to do whatever we 
can to make matters as easy and manageable as possible.

Term Dates
The end of term will be as previously advertised - Friday 3rd July. We will work 
towards an online Speech Day to try and bring us together. Please do encourage your 
children to send us as many photos and video clips of their work as possible. We all 



feel tremendously sad about this but we must try and find a way to make the best of 
our situation and celebrate the many wonderful times we have all shared.

Year 8s
Of course we all feel most for our Year 8s: the top year group and leaders of our 
school and for many, their 7th year at Pembroke House. We continue to think of 
ways we may manage to bring them together within the Government guidelines and 
observing the spirit of the regulations and we will of course liaise privately with their 
parents over this.

Congratulations
Finally congratulations are in order for two of our musicians. As I said in our last 
assembly Izzy Foxton received a Distinction for her Grade l Trumpet exam and we 
have just heard that Halina Saunders has been awarded a high Merit in her Grade 1 
Trumpet exam. Well done to both girls - super news.

With very best wishes,

Debs



Mrs Deborah Boyd Moss MA (Cantab) PGCE
Headmistress 
Pembroke House
+ 254 (0) 720 602 483
headmistress@pembrokehouse.sc.ke


